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Mary 
By Bishop George Khodr 

 

This summer we have fasted with Mary to God, since whenever we 

remember her at the times of celebrating her feasts we cloister with this great faster 

for the purification of the soul and the Marian longing to God. Mary expects us to 

be purified with her, since she has no other expectations. She was the mother of the 

Lord and she became the mother of all who love Him, regardless from whatever 

spiritual group were they. We all are her realm and through her we receive God, 

namely we break apart from all that is not divine. The Christians, among us, are 

Marian, and [also] some of the other monotheists discern Mary since they have 

touched Christ. She associates with people whenever they approach Him, or she 

accompanies them on their way toward Him, since whenever one’s soul tastes 

divine love, then, it can also taste Mary. 

It attracts me always that when Luke spoke of Mary, God has spoken 

through him [about Mary]: “a sword will pierce your own soul” [Luke 2: 35]. This 

means that you will experience pain by seeing your Son injured. You will become 

a partaker of the Crucified in the destiny which He gives you. And you are with us 

in all aspects of our love to Him. When you were standing by His cross you were 

suffering for us. Participation in suffering is participation in joy. In an unknown 

way, unless to the few, you have carried us as you carried Him. 

With the Fathers, we say in the church that you are the new Eve. In 

theological preciseness we are born of baptism and not of you, unless we say that 

as we were in Christ at His birth we have longed to come from you. Though you 

were, in body, the mother of the Lord, you have come from Him through the Holy 

Spirit, and we descend from your depth. No one understands this unless the one 

who is experienced in spiritual life and has grown in divine perception. Any other 

proposition [or explanation] is void. 

Through your chastity you give birth to us and only chastity can give birth. 

This implies that whenever you come only from God you become the mother of a 

new offspring, which belongs to God. When we say that chastity alone gives birth, 

we mean by it the chastity of the spirit, namely its being born only from God. 

Whoever comes from other than God cannot give birth. No one gives birth other 

than those “who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God.” (John 1: 13) Those who give birth through their bodies are 

similar to all other existing beings, while the one born of God gives birth to deified 

humans. 

Flesh is flesh. But whomever grace has made a son/[daughter] of God 

he/[she] is born from above, and not from his/[her] mother’s body. 
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Mary teaches us that we can have a new birth, without a father and a mother, 

by the will of grace and we remain in the bosom of God. We do not need a 

feminine inclination in order to give Mary a great honor in our souls. We need the 

chastity of the spirit, which is the complete adherence to God without condition or 

supplements. Only the meeting with God qualifies us to honor Mary in our souls, 

and this is the chastity towards God alone. Chastity towards God does not mean 

virginity. It means the adherence to God without polytheism [shirk] or dissolving. 

‘Without polytheism’ means that we do not consider another with God, and [we 

say] ‘without dissolving’ since God, because of God’s love to us, wants us fronting 

the face of God rather than being dissolved in God. Mary, facing Christ, does not 

subjugate Him and does not subjugate us. There is no subjugation in love. She is 

quite, loving and embracing. That is why we hope that those, who complain about 

Christ being the only worshipped one, may understand us. The reality that the Lord 

is everything for us does not mean that we should exclude all His loved ones from 

around Him. They do not add splendor to Him. They, rather, reveal His splendor. 

The whole talk that we worship Mary is nothing than a mere talk. We have 

not really known her other than for her being the chosen of God. She has no place 

beside God. She has her existence with God, namely from God and through God. 

The one who loves God loves her and learns from her. The one who has truly 

tasted Christ loves Mary, reveres her and honors her. These hold together, 

whenever we are well versed. 

Your love for Christ is radiant. He does not separate you from those He has 

loved. And He has loved His mother and His disciples. Thus, if you love them you 

remain faithful to Him. We do not speak to them in our prayers unless because 

they talk to Him. We do not create a spiritual bond between us and the saints. He 

has created it, and we have inherited it. Thus, whenever we feel our Marian 

inclinations, let us not lose faith that we belong to the only Mediator between God 

and people, who is the blessed Jesus. 


