Sunday of the Last Judgment

Before entering the Lent we should examine our hearts and see if they were
contaminated, because in that case fasting will not benefit us. We will be in front
of the judgment that today’s Gospel talks about where Jesus reveals himself as a
judge. The image of the judgment is that there is a differentiation between those
who have done good deeds and those who haven’t. The Lord called the good ones
“blessed”, and when he knew that they will do good deeds he prepared for them
the kingdom since the creation of the world, this means that they will reign with
Christ. These people knew him in their lives here; but how could that be and they
haven’t seen him? The evil didn’t know him in their lives here; also how could that
be and they haven’t seen him?

Lord Jesus says to the good “For | was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink”, then he mentions other
situations where he says that he was in although he didn’t personally pass in any of
these situations. They reply and say: “when did we see you hungry or needing
clothes or in prison, and did not help you?” The Lord replies: “whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me”. This
means that he was hungry through the hungry person, a stranger through strangers,
and sick through the sick people; i.e. he united himself with every person in need.
“No one has ever seen God”, you see him through the hungry, the prisoner and the
sick.

If you didn’t love a brother in need, you can’t love Christ, while if you did
love him then you have truly loved Christ. Principally, if you gave the hungry and
visited the sick and the imprisoned you would have also done this to Christ.

The opposite of taking care of people, is the act of overlooking and ignoring
the other and being stingy with your compassion. Stinginess isn’t only found when
you don’t give money to the needy, but also when you don’t give him love, and
when you leave the sick and the imprisoned in their solitude. You know that the
lonely or the left alone person recovers when others accept him; he feels that he
does exist. Sickness is not only pain or fever, but it is the feeling of separation
from others.

Christ calls all these ignored people the least of his brothers and sisters, and
the word least comes from the way people look unto them. If we neglected
compassion, the act of being close to the weak and making them ascend to a higher
status through our humility, we would have neglected the Lord himself and went
away from him. Therefore, we shall go to an eternal suffering.

The meaning aimed here is not only hell that waits for us after resurrection,
but the fact that we would be thrown into a conscience suffering in this world. We
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would be neglected from Christ. While if we came close to the people who are in
need, we would feel that Lord Jesus has also come close to us.

Heaven is a communion not only with God, but also with those that we loved
and made them ascend to their Lord through love. Heaven is the communion of
saints. In the Kingdom sadness vanishes, we dwell in happiness and each one of us
dwells with the other and sees his face full of happiness. While in hell, our Fathers
say that no one sees the face of others but everyone is tied to the back of the other.

This image indicates that there is no communion in hell, and that no one is a
brother to anyone. In the feelings of brotherhood, we shall enter the doors of the
Great Lent where we deprive ourselves for the sake of the poor and as a support for
them until Pascha comes for all of us in happiness and the power of communion.
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